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Mark Your Calendars in 
2015! 

June 10:  Study Group @ 7:00 

July 25, 2015:  Clark Days 
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Itõs been a very busy month of 
activities leading up to the season 
opener on May 2nd. The lecture 
series on Clark on the Yellowstone 
was interesting and well attended. 
We thank the MSUB Library, His-
tory Department and the Provostõs 
office for co-sponsoring this series 
with the Friends of Pompeys Pil-
lar. Many thanks to Dr. Keith 
Edgerton, Dr. Tom Rust, Friendsõ 
volunteer, John LeVar and Monu-
ment Manager, Jeff Kitchens, for 
sharing their knowledge with the 
Billings community. 
 
Volunteer training was held at the 
Monument at the end of April. 
Many thanks to all our volunteers. 
We have a great group of volun-
teers who help make the visitor 

experience at Pompeys Pillar very 
enjoyable. We always need more vol-
unteers so please tell your friends, 
family and neighbors that we could 
use their help during the 2015 sea-
son. Applications are available online 
at www.pompeyspillar.org. 
 
Pompeys Pillar National Monument 
opened on a sunny day at the begin-
ning of May. The Monument opened 
its gates to welcome visitors to the 
Monument. In connection with the 
opening, the Friends of Pompeys 
Pillar organized a spring clean-up to 
spruce up the Monument grounds 
after the winter season. We are grate-
ful to all the volunteers who came 
out to the Pillar and helped with 
grounds keeping, putting up signs 
and moving rocks to help prevent 

possible fires. Thanks to all who 
helped with the clean-up. 
 
We are grateful to all of you for 
your support of the Friends of 
Pompeys Pillar and Pompeys 
Pillar National Monument. We 
ask you for your continue sup-
port. We need volunteers and 
your financial support through 
memberships and donations. 
Help us to preserve and protect 
Pompeys Pillar National Monu-
ment. The Monument belongs to 
all of us so every little bit of sup-
port helps.  
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Welcome Back! 

http://www.pompeyspillar.org/


A Word from Bob Hall, Lead Park Ranger (Interpretation) 

Bob Hall  
Lead Park Ranger 
(Interpretation) 
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May at Pompeys Pillar:  Leaves bursting out of their buds, dandelions bursting out of the 
ground, the goose is on guard above Turtle Rock, rabbits and marmots are everywhere. In the 
background, the ever-present chorus of bird song.  And big yellow busses pull up every week-
day morning to the Visitor Center and disgorge energetic children out on a field trip. 
 
Itôs school-group season. 
 
May-madness, as I sometimes call it, is a whirlwind of activity coming right on top of open-
ing with all the maintenance required to get the Monument up and running and looking as 
good as we all know it can. In addition, not all the staff is on-board yet and those who are here 
are often still in training-mode. 
 
Add all that together, and we could use your help! 
 
There are plenty of opportunities to volunteer to assist with school groups. In addition to Pil-
lar tours, we offer the kids various programs on a range of topics including animals, plants, 
birds, geology, Native games, Sacagawea & Pomp, and more. We also need people to simply 
act as chaperones as the kids explore the Interpretive Center. 
 
Generally, the school groups are here from about 9:30 ï 1:30. 
If you would like to see what we do with school groups, but donôt want to make a major com-
mitment ï fine! Join us for one day. If youôd be happy to help out more often ï great! Any 
time you have to offer will be gratefully accepted. 
Just give me a call at 670-3908 or email me at rjhall@blm.gov and we will see where you can 
fit into the schedule. 
 
And donôt forget ï the gift shop can always use help. 
Please join us as we host over 2000 school children at Pompeys Pillar this spring ï it can get a 
little frenetic and noisy at times, but it is always rewarding. 
 
Bob 
 
P.S. ï School groups are like grandchildren: enjoy them for a while ï then hand them back!  

Pompeys Pillar School Group 
Explosion 


